
Letter from Leesburg.

Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.

Lkesburg, Va., Nov. 30..Does is not strike

vou as a singular fact, that, in this our time

'0[ greatest need, all our old national leaders

ar? dead, and that there is no man now be¬

fore the public eye, .rbo is looked to as a

leader of the masses.of the people?
I see vou still have confidence in the peo¬

ple, especially in the people of Virginia. I

can only say, that, if our people are a crite¬

rion by which to judge those of Virginia,
they do not seem to have confidence in them¬

selves.
All we can say is, that in the Union

we have enjoyed a degree of happiness,
prosperity, and respectability that no people
jiave ever before been blessed with; that
from a feeble- band of o,000.000, we have,
in 70 years, reached the magnificent number
of 30,000,000; and that, under its fostering
v-are and protecting flag, our commerce is
second to that of but one nation on the face

of the globe.
We can see all this when we look back ;

but when we look forward, all is chaos.
One only hope suggests itself to every

jjiiud, and we look up hopefully to the Al¬
mighty Kuler of Nations, with the simpie
trust that "man's extremity is Gytl's oppor¬
tunity."
As to the temper of our people, there is no

excitement: but there in a deep feeling of
dissatisfaction with the doings of most of
the Northern States. We are defeudmg our

rights of prosperity, and can take no step
backward without surrendering everything;
thev are the aggressors, and can, without
Joss, retract.ana it must be done, or worse

will come of it.
1 think tiie L >udoun meeting of December.

Court will be a large one, aod will give a

fair expression of the mind of the county.
A few town items may not be unaccept¬

able :.
At this time last year, there was not a

vacant house in town, and now there are five

comfortable houses lor rent. I hope they
will remain idle no longer than New Year's

Day, which is a common time among us for

moving.
I notice homespun as not an uncommon

article of dress fv>r persons of means, who
have not worn it since the days of their boy¬
hood. This, I take it, is a step in the right
direction, for when we are self dependent,
we will be independent, and nut before. I
do not perceive in the dress of the ladies any
particular change in the character of the
material, but they look so handsome, I sup¬
pose they may be allowed the extravagance,
if such it be in reality, for some good judges
have said that the best clothes are the cheap¬
est. They are the ouly gay looking objects
we meet with, and I suppose our present and
future prospects in this life are only made
tolerable by their presence. In this connec¬

tion, 1 will add, that the number of mar¬

riage licences issued so far this year, is 77,
being S more than fur the whole of last year,
butJargely behind the average for leap year.
As there is only a month remaining, I am
afraid that they will hardly roach the

average.
Mr. Pickett has put up, this year, a brick

building, three-stories high, 24 by 40, and
Is now engaged in paying the foundations of
another, 24 by 75, which, with the new

wash-houso aud servauts' room, will at least
double his accommodation {or guests. A
new barber has also set up shop at the
'"Pickett House," who will prove a desirable
acquisition to the comforts and convenience
of the old burg.
Thero are several eases of typhoid fever

in town, but I believe they are not of a ma-

Wgcaat character.
Col. Morgan's election, in Clarke county,

is gratifying to many of us who oppose him
in his genornl politics. lie is a man largely
interested in both laud and slaves, whoso
interests will bo as much affected as those
of any man in the community, and who,
therefore, can safely be trusted to act calmly
and considerately in the present emergency.

A LIQuIS.
Letter from Georgetown, 3. u.

Cjrrs3poiidence of the Alexandria Gazette.
There is nothing hero but Secession dream-

ed of, or talked of. For weeks we have been
1g the midst of public dinners and meetings.
Three last week, and speaking in the court

house, last uight. All are for Secession. The
vote of the ladies was tak«n in the meeting
last night, and 'Ho a man' they voted to be
rather the widows of Secessionists than the
wives of "Submissionists." There was a

.meeting here last week to nominate dele¬
gates to the convention, and eight were ap¬
pointed a committee to make nominations,
and of the eighr; three were ministers. We
iiave a rifle corps here of 70 men, and our

representative, P. C. J. Weston, a rice plan¬
ter, has made ihem a present of 100 ininnie
rifles, $3,500, and a Whitworth Gun,$1,500,
besides smaller contributions. We have also
an artillery company of G4 men, and Gov.
Gist has just sent them a battery of six guns;
and three rice planters have sent them their
checks fur S2O0 a piece. Then we have a

tryop called the Marion Light Troop of 52
men, to which I belong. We had a present
of $250 lair week, and it we do have to fight,
we will be ready to do so. Our .Railroad is
still pushing on and will not stop. All other
business is at a standstill. The Banks will
aot discount, although a bill has passed
..ur Legislature legalizing the action of the
banks in refusing specie. All the Turpen-
zioe, Rosin, Cotton and Rice are being stor¬
ed: &i3d the Banks lay over all Northern
Dotes without protesting them. The Law¬
yers won't sue on Northern paper, and every
wbere the Pulmetto Hag is living. The one
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"Q our Liberty pole is a red flag with rising
sun and lone star. *
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MARINE LIST.
W a LEXA XI>KIA-DKCEMBER 3.

AilRlVKI).
^toaruaihip Monlicello, Gayer, New York, to

F°*i« & Co!
^r. Oxford, Dubbin, Baltimore, timber to M.

*. tiacido.
^ Jcatimr Columbia, Harper, Baltimore, to Wheat

j, r
Memoranda.

>-br. AVilliam and Mary, PUippin, sailed from
-»Uui°r0, for this port, 2d inst.

,r. Mary Standish. Atwood, sailed from Bos-
> this port, 30th ult.
Y.^r: Vorktown, Wogloia, sailed from New

5"' loyt this port., 1st inst.
<Yr

1 \T<' '^raco Caroline. Paul, arrived at Dighton,
^^Ooor^town, i). C., 29th ult,
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TUESDAY
a LYCEUM

j ,... « .i4 mcturo for the
Tlirt Alexandria Library Company,EV':*.G, at 7* u'dork. at the Lyceum
, *L. on '-The proper use and advantage of apledge of History."
tCnr Allm,ltanf,o 25 cts. Tickets to he had at

n°o of the Ga/.etto, and at the Book Sfcorea.
4.It

Trimmings tassels buttons in.
(]0'u,OVory varioty, at 107 King street.

iKnr V
s- 4 w- MEYENBKRU.

iad V ar°U ^m458» R(J'*k. Ite^., Orabge Cbron.,.Ul"'»rfax Newsoopy.

The President'^ Message..The Message
of the President of the United Suites will, it
is expected, be sent to bolii houses of Con¬

gress, to-day, at 1 o'clock and as there is an

unusual desire to see this important docu¬
ment we have made all necessary arrange¬
ments to lay it before our readers at the
earliest possible moment upon its reception
in Congress. Copies can be had at the count¬

ing room of the Gazette Office, aud at the

Book Stures of Messrs. Uoorge E. French,
aud Geo. Siggers.
Meeting in BicuroRD..A large meeting

of the citizens of BcJiord county, VaM irres¬
pective or party, was held on the 2Glh of
November, to deliberate upon the distracted
condition of the country. Hon. Win. L.
Goggin, chairman of the committee appoint¬
ed for the purpose, reported a series or reso-

lutions, asserting that the time has come

whon the rights of Southern men aud the
dignity of Southern States demand the re¬
peal of all obnoxious measures and laws en¬

acted and adopted by Northern States to

prevent a proper execution of the Fugitive
Siave Law, and taking strong ground against
the exercise of Congressional power to regu¬
late commcrce among the several States, so

as to destroy or in anywise impair the value
of any species of property whatever, declar¬
ing that no such power can be exercised ha¬
ving that effect, either immediately or remote¬

ly in any District or Territory of the United
States. We copy three of the resolutions:
That whatever ditforoneoi or opinion exist now,

or may have ex5sted heretofore, in respect to par¬
ticular measures of general policy.ami while wc

differ now, and inny have been heretofore divided*
in our views as to the choice of inon for high poli¬
tical stations.and though we may not be agreed
in regard to certain questions alluding the autho¬
rity of the several States and the powers of the
General Government in other respects, yet upon
the subjects to which wc have adverted, we pres¬
ent but one undivided front now, as we shall at

all times hereafior, in any invasion of our rights
involved therein, or in any struggle whi<-h may
ensue, to support and maintain them when they
are endangered.
That wo shall ever cherish an ardent attach¬

ment for the Union of these States so lowg as that
Union secures t* us blessings it was designed to

confer by its formation: and in the hopo of future
harmony, and with a view to our national happi¬
ness, peace aud prosperity, we pledge ourselves to

its support, if our rights shall bo hereafter proper¬
ly respected.

That, appealing as wo do to a source of justice.
to our own rights, and to that uuit}- which consti¬
tute us as one people for national purposes, we ask
that all action looking to disunion or secession ha
suspended for the preseut, tru>tiug that reason

and rellection may be substituted for hasty and in -

cousidorate resolves, in all sections, both North
and South.
Another resolution urges a Convention ot

the States, and it is suggested that such
Convention, if called, be held as speedily as

possible in the city of Lexington, in the
State ofKentucky.
The resolutions were advocated by Messrs.

Goggin, Burwell and others, and unanimous¬
ly adopted. . The following, offered by Dr.
R. A. Clement, was also adopted, with a few
dissenting voices:

Kesolved, That having entire confidence iu the
integrity aud patriotism of our Representatives in
tho State Legislature, wo authorize them, in the
event the mode ofredress embraced in the forego¬
ing resolutions shall prove inadequate to the cri¬
sis, to adopt any other measures consistent with
the principles and purposes of the resolutions.

"Hitched on and Dragged.".The more

we think over this elegant and classical ex¬

pression. a few weeks since given out by our

esteemed cotemporary of the Richmond En¬
quirer. the more we don't like it. It con¬

veys to the mind the idea of a stubborn cur

being "hitched on" to the coupling polo of ;t

wagon, and "dragged" along almost at th.j
expense ot his neck, nolens colrns. It, too,
might fairly be construed as a serious re¬

flection upon the intelligence, manhood and
independence of the people of Virginia, who
could be "hitched on" and "dragged into :i

common destiny" with the Cotton States, no

matter what might be their desire. To subor¬
dinate every consideration of princ'pie and
every instinct of sovereignty to an imagine !
community of commercial interests, is pro¬
gressing a degree backwards in the science
of government, as well as of morals and let¬
ters, scarcely assimilative to the spirit of this

progressive age. To assume that the people
of Virginia are mere anatomical structures,
animal eutities, devoid of the power of voli¬
tion uud divested of the natural attributes
of mind, is presuming upon the credulity and
stupidity of our species to a point where its
absurdity becomes transparent. The people
of Virginia "hitched on".strapped to--for
the purpose, willing or not. of being 'drag¬
ged into' the mad and reckless schemes of
South Carolina! Why, before we would sub¬
mit to such humiliation anil degradation, we
would raise the- flag of the sovereignty of Wes¬
tern Virginia, and resist to the death the de¬
struction and absorption of our sovereign and
independent rights.our God-given and con¬

stitution guarantied privileges and immuni¬
ties. Virginia is sovereign and "hitched on"

o
^

to the "common destiny" ot no power, until
she so determines for herself..Stannton Vin¬
dicator.
The Census..The population of tho State

of New Jersey is a fraction over 650,000..
The increase of population in ten years is
about 170,009.
Michigan has 740,960: increase in ten

years, 352,315.
Massachusetts .has 1,231,407; an increase

of 24 percent., or iu per tout. le.»s than the in¬
crease during the previous ton years, from
IS40 to 1850.
The census of Georgia shows a population

of 1,075,077, an increase of01,550 > ince 1850.

Thirty counties show a loss and ninety-eight
counties a grain.
Tho population of Kentucky, according to

the returns of the U. S. Marshal, is 1,150,-
000, which is an increase of i7 per cent, in
the last ten years.
The complete census returns ofXew York

city, according to the city papers, show a

population of 814 2/7. This is the city pro¬
per. The increase in five years is 284,427,
which is an average of nearly 57,000 per
anuum.

The census shows that the annual increase
in the population of the United Slates since
1700 is about three per cent. Jn 1715, the

population of the colonies was 482,000, of

whom 5S,5l'0 were negro slaves. The pre¬
sent population is about oO,000,000, of whom
about 4,000,000 are negroes. Our public
schools are attended by 4,000,000 of children:
we owe about $200,000,000, . of which $90.-
000,000 are held by foreigners. It takes 750

paper mills and 2,000 steam engines to sup¬

ply our publishers aud newspapers with

printing paper, at a cost of $2< .000,000 per
annum.

Russia Pavs Up..During the Crimean
was the Russian Government, through irs

agents, made a contract with Capt. Perkins,
of Worcester, Mass., for a supply of powder,
revolvers, and breach-loading rifles, to be

smuggled in to Russia by way of the German
ports, in concealed cotton-bales and casks of

rice. The scheme was discovered, and peace
having been declared, the Russian broke the

contract. Capt. Perkins laid his claim be¬

fore the State Department and a diplomatic
correspondence ensued, during which Attor¬

ney General Black sustained the claimant..
His agent, Mr. Stewart, it is said, went to St. j
Petersburg last summer, and that, with ihe J
aid of Mr. Appleton, our Minister at St. Pe- j
tersburg, he has obtaiued v>o85,000.. Wash'

lugton Correspondent.

The Vote of Virginia.
We annex a table of the official returns ol

the Presidential election, in this State, ex¬

clusive of the informalities which caused^ a

division of the electoral college. These fig¬
ures present the actual result of the election.
The aggregate vote, (including the Ivepubli-
ean,) is 167,308. The aggregate at the last
Gubernatorial election was 149,971. In¬
crease 17,337. Bell over Goggin 2,3(30.
Letcher over Breckinridge3,327. Combined
majority agaiust Breckinridge 10,743,

OFFICIAL RETURNS.
, ISfiO ,

Bell. Breek.
Aecomae 736 737
Albemarle 1317 1056
Alexandria 1012 565
Alleghany 250 344
Amelia 282 249
Amherst 622 80S
Appomattox 221 563
Augusta 2553 21S
Barbour 422 910
Bath 220 163
Bedford 146S 1037
Berkeley 913 830
Booue 121 204
Botetourt 590 589
Braxton 271 *27
Brooke 373 450
Brunswick 3'8 411
Buchanan 14 134
Buckingham 544 523
Cabell 316 161
Calhoun 19 285
Campbell 1521 1208
Caroline 561 772
Carroll 315 729
Charles City 224 111
Charlotte 418 465
Chesterfield 788 328
Clarke 288 335
Clay 110 35
Craig 112 322
Culpeper 526 525
Cumberland 278 270
Diuwiddie 380 254
Doddridge 113 "56
Elizabeth City.... 248164
Essex 270 308
Fairfax 6lJl 685
Fauquier 989 1027
Fayette 381 241
Floyd 384 400
Fluvanna 487 443
Franklin 863 1076
Frederick 963 1315
Giles 366 241
Gilmer 117 2^8
Gloucester 301 460
Goochland 244 428 '

Grayson 315 447
Greeu!»rior 993 50;»
Greene 71 521
Greensville 130 151
Halifax 563 1312
Hampshire 878 1054
Hancock 33 262
Hanover 575 7 19
liardy SO t 355
Harrison 931 11'Jl
Henrico 1403 641
Ilenrv 543 441
Highland 215 170
Isle of Wight 147 757
Jackson 38S 501)
James City 14860
Jefferson 959 4;»8
Kanawha 1176 51J
King George 184 223
King A Queen 255 510
King William 142 315
Lancaster 209 142
Lee 462 894
Lewis 332 604
Logan 100 271
Loudoun ... 2033 77S
Louisa 498 754
Lunenburg 251 537
Madison 74 834
Marion 569 1337
Marshall 928 S09
Mason 716 439
Matthews 251 306
McDowell 3537
Mecklenburg 130 901
Mercer 443 432
Middlesex 151 241
Monongalia 622 601
Monroe 693 520
Montgomery 712 425
Morgan 308 254
Xansemoud 477" 429
Nelson 733 390
New Kent 264 172
Nicholas 615 152
Norfolk City 984 439
Norfolk County.., 704 447
Northampton 244 211
Northumberland.. 276 350
Noituwav 232 179
Ohio

*

1202 915
Orange 127 475
Paire 141 93<
Patrick 433 132
Ptndletou 100 217
Petersburg 970 223
Pittsylvania 1702 1057
Pleasants 140 166
Pocahontas 163 333
Portsmouth 678 559
Powhatan 225 127
Preston 562 942
Prince Edward... 374 423
Prince George 243 191
Prince William... 2437'^
Princess Anife 151 379
Pulaski 332. 250
Putnam 400 327
Raleigh 23069
Randolph 259 24.'.
Rappahannock... 401 400
Richmond City... 2402 IIO.*
Richmond Co 353 185
Ritchie 224 544
Roane 237 264 -

Roanoke 293 373
Uockbridge :... 1-31 "61
Rockingham 883 676
Russell 473 526
Scott 501 594
Shenandoah 1-7 1883
Smyth 440 490

Southampton.,.*... 545 5i>3

Spotsylvania.,,,. 599 516
Stafford 404 402
Surry 197 115
8us;ex...; 177 291
Taylor 647 575
Tazewell 306 934
Tucker 2299
Tyler 345 423
Upshur 331 589
Warren 27<» 4fii
Warwick....... 7232
Washington.916 1178
Wayne 326 16li
Webster 66 .">2
Westmoreland.... 438 160
Wutzel 90 607
Williamsburg 494-
Wirt 150 255
Wise 102 363
Wood 832 832
Wyoming.,.. 6029
Wvtho Olf 795
York 227M

Total...... 71081 i 432->
74323

Bell's ma; 358
in seven coi mies in the State no vote was

given for the National or Union Democratic
ticket. These counties are Clay, Glouces¬
ter, Matthews, McDowell, Middlesex, Rap
pahannock and TV/well. In each ol the
counties of Calhoun, Nansemond and North¬
umberland. the Douglas electors received
but one vote.
The citicial vote for Lincoln, in this State,

at the late election, was as follows: Alexan¬
dria 10, Barbour 3, Brooke 173, Cabell 1.
DnsMridge 1, Fairfax 24. Fauquier I, liamp
shire 2, Hancock 2-05. Harrison 22, Jnclcson
21, Loudoun 11, Marion 1, Marshall 195,
Mason 59, Monongalia 77, Ohio 071, Ports-
mouth 4. Preston 110, Prince William 55,
liitehie 12. Shenaml mh 13, Taylor 4, ayne
10, Wetzel <) and Wood 81. Total 1,929.

Fokkkjn* Oki>kr!> for Corn*..Several for¬
eign orders for corn have already arrived at

this port for new crop, and a number of
will erg are expected in the next steamer.
Several English and Russian ships are now

on their way to this port to load with corn,
and we confidently expect to see an unusual
activity in the corn trade, in this city, during
the coming winter.--Norfolk Day Bool;.

lleenan, the "Benioia boy" wants to »c-i
up a tight with the ''Staieybridge Infant."
or any body else, either in America or Kng-
lantl.

THIRTY-SIXTH. C0NGEE5S.

[Rr.roiiTF.D ivK tub Alexandria (jazetie.]
In Senate, Monday Dec. 3d.

The Senate was called to order, at noun,

precisely, by the Hon. .h hn 0. Breckinridge,
Vice President of the United Slater
The following Senators took their seats:

Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Bragg,
Bright, Brown, Cameron, Chandler, Cling¬
man, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittlc,
Douglas, Fesseuden, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Lus¬
ter, Green, Grimes, Hale, Hainliu. iiarlan,
Hunter, Johnson, oi Ark., Kennedy, King,
Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce,
Folk, Rice, Saulsbury, Seward, Simmons,
Sumner, Ten Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wig-
fall, Wilson and Yulee.

llev. R. R. Gurley opened the session with

prayer, in which, with much impressiveness,
he besought peace and uuity for the nation
and divine guidance upon its rulers.

Mr. Bigler, of Pennsylvania, introduced
on order which was agreed to, unanimously,
directing tho Secretary to inform the House
of Representatives that the Senate was in
session, and was ready to proceed with the
public business.
Mr. Bright, of Indiana, introduced a reso¬

lution that, a committee of three be appoint¬
ed by the Senate, to meet a like committee
on the part of the House of Representatives,
to wait (iti the President ot tho United States,
and inform him that Congress was in sessiou
and ready to receive any communication to

them.
The resolution was agreed to unanimous¬

ly, and Messrs. Bright, of Indiana, Mason,
ol Virginia, and Collamer, of Vermont, ap¬
pointed said committee.
Mr. Fitzparrick, of Alabama, introduced

the following order, which was agreed to:

Ordered, That tho hour of meeting of the
Senate be 12 o'clock daily.
Some time then elapsed, during which the

Senate awaited a communication from the
House of Representatives.
About 1 o'clock, the clerk of the House of

Representatives appeared, and announced
that the House hud organized, and appoint¬
ed Messrs. Morehead, Bocock and Adam$,
of Kentucky, to unite with the Senate uoin-

mittee and wait on the President ol the Uni¬
ted States.
Mr. Clingman, of North Carolina, moved

that the Senate take a recess for half an hour.
Mr. Green, of Missouri,.Oh no, adjourn.
Mr. Seward, ol New York, moved that the

Senate adjourn.
Mr. Clingman thought it might be treat¬

ing tho President with disrespect to send a

committee to him and adjourn before that
committee returned.

Mr. Seward said lie had not mado tho mo¬

tion unadvisedly, lie knew informally, but
certainly, that, the message would not be com¬
municated to Congress until to-morrow.
The motion was agreed to, and the Senate

adjourned.
House of Representatives.

The House met at 12 o'clock.and being
called to order by tho Speaker, Hon. \Ym.
Pennington, of N. J-, was opened with pray¬
er bv the Chaplain,"Rev. Mr. Stockton.

In the prayer the reverend gentlemen al¬
luded to the present unsettled state of'tlie
country, saying that our good and great and
wise men were all at fault; North, boulh,
East and West, and invoked Divine aid in
our deliberations.
Tho regular cull of the House was made ac¬

cording to the States.
The Speaker aunounced that 19ti members

were present.
All the Soui"h Carolina members answered

to [their names, except Hon. W. Poreher
Mile.-1, who came in afterwards. Of the
Louisiana delegation, but one was present
Hon. John E. Bouligny.

Mr. McKunny, of Pennsylvania, appeared
in the place of Mr. Schwartz, deceased.

Messrs. Barrett, of Missouri, and John
Young Brown, of Kentucky, severally ap¬
peared and qualified.
A message was received from the Senate,

announcing the appointment ot Messrs
Bigler, Mason, and Callamer as a commit-
to on the part ot the Senate to wait on the
President, and inform him that a quorum of
both Houses were in attendance, and ready
to receive any communication he may be
pleased to make. t

Mr. Morehead offered a resolution for the
appointment of a similar committee, which
was adopted, and the Spuker appointed
Messrs. Morehead, Bocock, arid Adams a

committee on the part of the House.
Mr. Grow called up the motion made at

tho last session to reconsider the vote by
which the Homestead bill, reported from the
Committee on Agriculture was referred to
the Committee of the Whole on the state of
the Union; and he. moved the previous ques¬
tion.

Mr. Phelps said that the gentleman from
Pennsylvania could call up the motion any
other day, and it should not now be insisted
on, as several members were absent.
Mr. Grow explained that his reason for

calling up the motion now was that they
might have the business before the House, for
gentlemen knew that there were special or¬

ders for the first three or four weeks, this
session.

Mr. Grow yielded (o a suggestion to post¬
pone tho motion for the present, in order that
members might proceed to draw for their
beiti.1*.

On motion of Mr. Florence, the daily hour
for the meeting of the House was fixed, at
noon until otherwise ordered.
On motion of Mr. Grow, a message was

sent to rhe Semite iiuforming them that a

quorum of the House was present and ready
to proceed to business. .

The House then proceeded to allow the
members to draw for seats during the ses¬

sion, and this proceeding occupied consider¬
able time, and sometimes occasioned merri¬
ment.
Mr. Grow wished to take up the Home¬

stead bill and reier it to.lhe Committee on

the Agr'ou'.ture. He did not supp s? my
one wished to debate it, pending which.

Mr. Washburne, of Me., said that inas¬
much as ho would retire from the House on

the 1st of January next, he desired to offer
his resignation as a member of the Comuiit-
tee*on V/ays and Meanu.
Mr. \VTashburne, of III., moved that the

House adjourn, which motion was agreed to,
and at 1.] o'clock, the House adjourned.
The New York Herald's Washington des¬

patch, says:.Secretary Cobb reg'gnedyester
day, his resignation to take effect oo Wed¬

nesday. Ammg the first business of tin
session will be the introduction in the Sen¬
ate, by Senator Douglas, of a bill making it
a penal offence to obstruct United States
officers in executing the Fugitive Slave law.
It is reported that Senator Seward will take
the earliest opportunity to introduce in the
Senate a bill restoring the Missouri compro¬
mise line, extending ir. to the Pacific, and ai

the same time make a strung conservative
speech. The South Americans in Congress
will go for Union, and Mr. Bouligny, of

Louisiana, wiil make a strong speech on the
subject. Senator D uglas has sent- fc>r Gov.
Ciitteuden to o >nfer with him on the policy
to be pursued to save the Union.

The New York Wcr.u'j Washington I> s

patch says: .A large number of republicans
met in caucus, Sunday night, to consider
Thurlow Weed's proposition, made in tin
Albany Journal. A vote was taken, after a

brief consultation, and a majority of the re¬

publicans v :te l affirmatively. A 1 t ie Amer¬
icana will support the compromise co be in¬
troduced by Hon. George Uriggs. His com¬

promise is, in effect, the snipe as Weed's.

LOCAL ITEM& , .

"

County Court..The County Cuurt, Dc-
ceniber term, was in session yesterday but
a few hours, having adjourned at I o'clock,
until the Court in coiirse. There was but

J one jury case tried.that of Daan vs. Keys
for unlawful detainer. The jury sworn to

tr}r whether tho property was unlawfully
held from the plaintiff, gave judgment, ae-

cordingljT-and for costs. There were no

Commonwealth's cases, and only a few civil
cases continued. Two or three administra-
tiotis were granted.
The Court authorized Thus. Whittiugton,

sealer and inspector of weights and mea¬

sures, to purchase fur the use of the county,
sets of United States standard dry and wine
measures, of cupper or pewter, and a set
of standard weights of copper or iron..
These weights will, as we have heretofore
anouuneed, supercede the old English Ex¬
chequer standards of 1744, so long in use iu
this city. The Court also ordered John
Skidmore to be discharged from the jail of
the county.

Application from the Alexandria Canal
Company to be relieved from the payment of
certain taxes to them assessed, was granted.

Key'. Dr. Dana's Lecture..It will be
seen by referenoe to a notion in another
column of to-day's Gazette, that the llev. C. B.
Dana, D. D., former rector of Christ Church,
will deliver a lecture to-night, at Lyceum
Hall, at 7.} o'clock, on "The Proper use and
advantage of a Knowledge of Histury." We
understand that tho Rev. Dr. delivers this
lecture in consequence of the repeated solici¬
tations of some of our must influential and
rospected citizens, and we promise to all who
contemplate attending, the enjoyment of a

delightful evening. In thus, &o courteously
responding to the request made of him, Dr.
Dana but exhibits another instance of his
desire to profit his friends, even at personal
inconvienee. Of ripe judgement, cultivated
experience and superior attainments, he can-

nut but render to his audience, useful infur-
mation and an intellectual treat.

Pl'umc Meeting in Fairfax County..
An adjourned meefing of the citizens of Fair¬
fax cuuuty was held at the Court House on

Saturday last, but owing to the inclemency
of the weather, a smaller number attended
than would otherwise have been the ease..
Tho chairman, T. R. Love, esq., being ab¬
sent from tho county, Alfred Moss, esq., was
called to preside, John T. Burke continuing
to act as secretary. As the committee uf nine
who had been appointed tu draft resolutiuns
for the consideration of the meeting could not

agree, two sets of resolutions were proposed
differing essentially in their texts. Those
offered by Maj. II. W. Thomas, and suppor¬
ted by himself and W. II. Dulany, esq., be-
ing highly conservative iu'tbeir tune, while
those proposed and advocated by Thos. J.
Murray, esq., supported more ultra Southern
views. After the adoption of Mr. Murray's
resolutions, the meeting adjourned.
\

Fugitive Slave Case..In Washington
on Saturday, the ease of Capt. Nathan Dar¬
ling, who was charged with resisting officers
Wise and Gittings iu arresting a colored
man named Stafford, under the fugitive slave
law, came up for trial. Judge Granger ap-
neared, and his evidence exonerated Capt.
Darling from any blame in the matter..
This was the first case, under the fugitive
slave law, in tho District, of Columbia, and
the magistrates, Justices Donn aud Giber-
sou, fully acquitted Capt. Darling.
November Marriages..During the month

November, the Clerk ot the Alexandria Coun¬
ty Court granted eight marriage licenses..
All the gentlemen parties to the licenses
were over twenty-one years of ago as were

six of the ladies'. The licenses of November
for the past three years have been as fol¬
lows: 1857, 10; 1858. 3; 1859, G: the average
of the month since lo52 being 9 G-t. Thus it
will be perceived that the issue of the past
month foils considerably below the average.

Sisters of Chariit..A number of Sis¬
ters of Charity, attired in the habit of their
order, passed through this city, last night,
on the Southwestern line, cn route to ^ew
Orleans. They propose to-exerci.se their no¬

ble mission in that city, having left the
Mother House iu New York for that pur¬
pose.

Alexandria Jail..The jail of this couu-

ty received but one person charged with
crime.larceny.during the month of No¬
vember. This person, a white woman, is
now the only inhabitant of the criminal
ward of the jail. This indicates an absence
of crime in the community which is very
gratifying.
Monument..The monument to the mem¬

ory of Rev. J. E. Blox, a description of which
we gave some time since, was raised on Sat¬
urday in front of St. Mary's church on Ko>>
:tl Street, and adds much to the appearance
of the neighborhood. .

Alexandrians at the CafitoIi..The
opening of the session of Congress yesterday
was attended by a large number of Alexan¬
drians. A number of the ministers of the
Virginia Conferenuo recently in session, here,
wero also present.

I "IP" «-

On Saturday night, olT Rarnegat, in the
¦mow storm, the schooner Shark, Captain
Patterson, from Galveston to New York,
oa ne into collision with tho schooner Ship
Carpenters, Captain Fountain, loaded with
coal, from Delaware to Providence, wh:ch
went down immediately. By the humane
and active exertions of Captaiu Patterson,
Captain Fountain, his crew and his wife
were rescued, but unfortunately, his child,
two years old, was lost. Mrs. Fountain had
a very narrow escape.

J I B E R T Y H A L !!
roil THREE NIGHTS ONLY !!

MONDAY, TUESDAY, and WEDNESDAY
Dec. 10th, 11th, & 12th.

First appearance in Alexaudria^if the renowned
PROFESSOR ANDERSON,

the

GREAT WIZARD OF THE WOULD I
Cosmopolitan Monarch of Hagioians.

la his Great
CYCLOGETIC ESTERTAIXMENTS,

A NIGHT IN WONDER WORLDj
OS, MAGIC. MYSTERY, and MIRTH,

Ah presented by Professor Anderson in nil the
laiye Cities of the Globe.before Queen Victoria,
in England, by special coinwand at her Palace.
and before all the Crowned Heads of Europe.

For the aceomuio.hition ot Schools and Fami¬
lies, there will be a grainl DAY PERFORM¬
ANCE, at half past 2 o'clock, on WKovKSfcAV,
December 12th.

'.jygU Prices of Admission .Front Seats 50 els.
AH the r.st of the 1!all, 25 eta. dee 4.dtf
oursT fursTi" furs mi
Jj Panic Purchases. Great Bargains !.V. e

.tro now opening one of the finest stocks o!
LADIES' DRESS FURS

ever offered in this market. These goods have
beeu bought for cash during the past week, and
we are enabled to offer them at pi iocs unparalled
in the history of the Fur trade.

S. «fc W. MEYENBERG,
dec 4 107 King-st., cor. of Pitt.

[Port Tobacco Times, Rock. Reg., Orange Cbron.,
and Fairfax New?, copy.]

JUVij-41juij Lsx.Ci CLAB-.
\/|"R- DAiLJSY'cS Viiuag'ir'olks singing Class,
iVl will meet in the Lbctl'UE Room of the'First
Presbyterian Church, this afternoon, at 4^ o'clock.
Tickets may be had at Messrs. Parrott, Eutwisle,
and Bell's Book Stores.price Si. All children
desiring to acquire a Thorough knowledge of Vo-
efil Music, are invited to uttond. dee I - It

"ir~"ma^njstictM^graph.
"Washington Affairs.-Congress.-Secession-

Proposals for Harmony.Caucuses.
[Special lijspatch to tho Gazette.]

Washington) fDec. 3..The session of
Congress opened most quietly. Those who
expected a scene were disappointed, for sel¬
dom in the calmest times has there been less
apparent excitement. To all appearances
the opening of the second session of this
Congress compares very favorably, with the

opening of the first session last year, when
immediately upon the heel of the John Brown
Raid, Southern men met their Northern
associates, and opened at once a violent sec¬

tional contest; in the Senate on the John
Brown Raid, and in the House upon the
Helper book. The members on the South¬
ern side of tho House seemed indeed rather
disposed to merriment.
Every one feels, however, that a crisis is

upon the country and all talk of it. With the
exception of the bankrupt condition of the
Treasury, it has driven everything from the
tapis of political circles. The fear, how¬
ever, is not without hope. Prominent men

on both sides are named as anxious to

proposes measures of relief. Senator Hun¬
ter is said to be prominent among Southern
members in this desire, and it is proclaimed
in so many high quarters that, credence is
given to it, that, Wm. H. Seward will pro¬

pose a plan of adjustment acceptable to the
South. Those hopeful of the Union, one

more sanguine to-day than they have been
before, since the election of Lincoln.
The Gulf State members generally- still

think dissolution inevitable, and say to sug¬
gestions of a settlement of the difficulties:
"It is too late, the day for compromises is
past."
There can be no doubt that very soon, it

may be even to-morrow, resolutions looking
to the pacification of tho country, will be
introduced into the House, backed by a con¬

servative power, respectable in numbers,
and conservative in antecedents. After this
experiment upon the temper of the House
has been tried, prudent men will be able to
make their calculations with more accuracy.
At present, the, most sagacious are bafHed
in all efforts to read aright the "signs of
the times." No credit, however, is given to

the idea that there will be an internecine
quarrel among the Southern delegates in
Congress. The suggestion is as unjust to

them, as its fulfilment would be insulting to
their constituents.
The President's Message will be deliver¬

ed to the public at 1 o'clock precisely.
It is said upon excellent authority, that

the Hon. Wm. C. liives, of Virginia, will be
ottered a place in the cabinet of the incom¬
ing President.

in the Senate, to-day, neither South Caro¬
lina, Georgia, nor Louisiana, were represen¬
ted. South Carolina will remain without
Senators, but the Louisiana Senators will
be here shortly, and it is said that Mr.
Toombs will take his seat.

The city is quite busy to-night, there are

two or three political caucuses in progress,
the proceedings of which have not trans

pired.
From Washington.

Washington, Dec. o P. M..Several South-
eru delegations are in secret consultation to

nigh* with the object it is believed of securing
the co-operation of the border slave-States in
the .secession movement.

Whiie some Republicans affect to believe
that South Carolina only will secede, others
are begining to be alarmed; even Sumner to¬

day said privately that there was danger of
the secession movement spreading.
The President'w message will, it is thought

ofiend the South ou account of its position
against secession and offend the North by its
condemnation of the personal liberty bills.

Persons claimiug to be well posted say
that the President will recommend a general
convention with a view to the adjustment of
the present difficulties.

It is evident that the Administration fears
trouble in the enforcement of the Federal
laws.

Notwithstanding there was a studied
courtesy and cordiality to-day, between the
members from the extreme sections of the
confederacy, a close observer could not fail
occasionally to observe flashes ofindignation
from those from the Cotton States foretelling
the coming storm.

An Abolition Meeting Broken Up.
Boston, Dec. 3..The abolitionists of this

place called a meeting to-day, to be held at
Masonic Temple for the purposo of commem¬

orating the death of John Brown. The tem¬

ple w;vs. taken possession of by Union men,
who chose Mr. Itiohard Sullivan Fay, Chair¬
man and passed a series of resolutions de¬
nouncing John Brown and his coadjutors,
justifying his execution, and lauding Yirgiu-
ia for the course pursued by hor in reference
to those mad fanatics. Fred Douglas, James
lledpath, Frank Sanborn and other well
known Abolitionists vainly endeavored to
obtain a hearing. There was much confu¬
sion and the police was called in, when the
llall was cleared and closed by order of the
Mayor,

Singular Accident.
Newark, N. J., Dec,, 2..A man named

John Murray, living on Madison street, iu
¦his city, on Saturday evening placed the
muzzle of a loaded gun barrel, detached from
the stock, to his mouth, and while blowing
into it the breach came in contact with a

lighted candle, discharging the weapon, M nr«

ray's head was blown off and portions of his
skull and brains scattered about the room.
The barrel rebounded, and striking his moth-
er-in-law, ten feet distant, penetrated four
inches into lier chest. It is believed she can¬
not survive.

Arrival of the California Staamer.
New York, Nov. S..The steamship

Northern Light, with California dates of the
lltli, has arrived, bringing $800,000 in
specie.

Mr. Clay, our late Minister to Peru, is
among the passengers.

Secession Meeting at Mobile.
Mobile, Dec. 1..A large secession meet¬

ing was held her last night. Messrs. John
Bragg, Judge Dargan, Geo. O. Ketchum,
and H. G. Humphreys were unanimously
r o-ninatod as delegates to the State Conven¬
tion. -

Bank Suspensions.
Augusta, Deo. 3..All the banks iu this

city have taken advantage of the recently
enacted law and suspended this morning..
They have fixed the maximum rate of dis-
c uut on New York sight bills at 3 per cent.

j :
.*7' '

wT
A Proposition, for Quieting the Present Polit¬

ical excitement:
Washington, Dec. 3..Among the numer¬

ous propositions with the view of endeavor-
iogto quiet the present political e*ilsf is one
proposing that the Representatives of all the
Southern States, South Carolina excepted,shall have a conference and prepare a list of
their grievances, and state what will satisfy
them as a remedy. This is then to be sub¬
mitted to the conservative Republicans, and,
if it meet with sufficient favor from them,
then, after the reading of the President's
Message, that part having reference to our

political troubles to be referred to a commit¬
tee of one from each State. This proposition
is being discussed to-day, and it, is said that
several prominent Republicans have already
acquiesced in it.
The United States Supreme Court met to¬

day in their new Chamber at noon.
Chief Justice Taney and all the associate

Judges, except Judge Wayne, were present.
The Court soon adjourned, and the mem¬

bers proceeded to the White House, and per¬
sonally paid their respects to the President,
and afterwards left their oards for the Vice-
President.

Later from California.
Fort Kearney, Dec. 2d..The Pony Ex¬

press passed here at 4 o'clock this morning,
with San Francisco dates to Nov. 21.
The election returns are not? quite com¬

plete..The total vote is divided as fellows:
Lincoln, 38,64G; Douglas, 37,349; Breckin¬
ridge, 33,357; Bell, 8,4G7. The vote of tho
State cannot exceed 113,500 and Lincoln is
generally conceded to have a plurality of 700
to 1000.
The latest returns from all the counties of

Oregon, give Lincoln 318 majority over

Breckinridge, and Douglas is number threo
in the race.

GreatKnxiety exists in California for furth¬
er Eastern intelligence. The latest dates from
St. Louis are to the 8th instant. The Pony
Express, with dates to the 11th, has not ar¬

rived, though overdue.
The late storm caused much damage in

the interior of the State. Manv flumes and
ditches-were seriously injured, houses un¬

roofed, fences blown down, &c. One of tho
big trees of California, measuring36 feet in
diameter, is prostrated.

Mr. Shannon, editor of the Visalia Delta,
and Wm. Governor Morris, a lawyer, resid¬
ing in the same town, had a rencontre grow¬
ing out of a political controversy on the 15th
during which Mr. Shannon was killod, after
the parties had fired several shots. Mr. Mor¬
ris was acquitted, on the ground that he act¬
ed in self defence. /.
The yield of the Fremont gold mines for

the past two weeks is stated by the manag¬
ers at $32,000.

Accounts from Lower California state that
the band of fillibusters who have been com¬

mitting murders and robberies in the Penin¬
sula, are all driven out, leaving the country
quiet.
A ton of ore from five different leads in the

new Cosa districts has arrived here, and is
undergoing tho test. The owners aro san¬

guine that the investigation will show tho
silver region of Sierra Nevada to bo tho best
aud most extensive in the world.

The Georgia Legislature.
Milledgeville, Dec. 1..A motion was

made to-day to amend the retaliatory bill as
follows:
"And whereas, a compact broken by ono

party is no longer binding, politically, social¬
ly, morally, or legally, upon the other par¬
ties to it;
An whereas, in the opinion of this General

Assembly, the States enumerated in the bill
have grossly violated the compact of this
Union, by refusing to deliver _up fugitives;
Therefore,
Be it enacted, That the State of Georgia

will withdraw its confederated faith from all
the States which interpose obstacles to tho re¬

covery of our rights under the Constitution;
and hereby
Be it further enacted and decreed, That

all officers in this State, civil or military, who
have taken aii oath to support the Constitu¬
tion of the U. S., are hereby relieved and ab¬
solved from their obligations from fcuclt
oaths: as well as all cases in the courts of
this State where the States or citizens of
those States who refuse our constitutional
rights are parties or otherwise concerned.

This amendmeut was lost.ayes 30, nays
89. Tho retaliatory bill, however, passed
the House.

Farther from Kansas.
Warsaw, Dec. 2..Gen. Frost's brigade

cncamped last night betweon Calhoun and
Belmont..They are moving slowly, having
become foot-sore from marching on tho rough
roads.
Gen. Parson passed through Calhoun yes¬

terday on a secret mission to the border.
At the last accounts Montgomery was on-

camped near Fort Scott, and defied the world
to take him. It is thought that he will leave
when he hears of tho approach of Gen. Har¬
ney and Gen. Frost.
The people in all the border counties

strongly endorse the action of Gov. Stewart
in sending out troops. If they can only catch
Montgomery, a general day of thanksgiviug
will be held, in the Osage valley.
Gen. Frost's command will encamp to¬

night at Calhoun. Two suspicious charac¬
ters, supposed to be Montgomery's spies,
were seen yesterday in tho northern part of
Henry county, making tracks in the direc¬
tion of Fort Scott.
Montgomery's men are all through tho

couutry giving out reports to mislead the
people" These frequent outrages in the
We&fc by Abolition bands, is kindling in that
section a strong disunion spirit.

A Southern Conferonoe Proposed.
Millkdgeville, Dec. 3..The preamble

and resolutions offered by Mr. Holt, of
Muscogee, and made the special order of tho
day in the Georgia Legislature for Tuesday,
propose a conferonce of the Southern States
at Atlanta, on the 20th of February to coun¬

sel and advise as to tho mode and measure

of resistance in the existing exigency.
The preamble takes strong ground in fa¬

vor of having all the sectional questions
finally settled, and objects to any separate
State action.

Texas.
New Orleans, December 2d..A commit¬

tee of citizens of Texas have petitioned to

Governor Houston to convene the Legislature
of that State, to which the Governor respond¬
ed that, viewing the proposed measure as un¬

wise, he could not call the legislature togeth¬
er, but if a majority of the citizens of tho
State petitioned for it, he would not stand iii
their way. The secession feeling predomi¬
nates strongly.

Union Conference Postponed.
Washington, Dec. 3..The projected meet¬

ing of the Union Senators and members of
the House of Representatives, appointed for
to-night, has been, at the suggestion of Mr.
Crittenden, of Kentucky, indefinitely post¬
poned. .

Fire in Boston.
Boston, Dec. 2 .Tho large unfinished

dwelling house, No 124 Beacon street, own¬

ed by John T. Coolidge, was destroyed by
lire, last night. The adjoining building was

considerably damaged. Loss $25,000; ill*
sured. .

Low State of the Treasury.
Washington, Deo. 3..The Treasury De¬

partment to-day, paid to applying mombers
of Congress only about 26 per cent, of th*
amount due them for mileage.


